Put on the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
Colossians 3:10

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
Our theme verse for this project is Colossians 3:10,

“Put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”
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How important it is to show our Lord the honor and respect He deserves through the beauty of our buildings, but
it is even more important that we honor God through our lives. Paul writes, “For you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body” (I Corinthians 6:20). Paul also writes, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).
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An asphalt parking lot that is used like ours has a life of 20 years – ours is 30 years old.

and the carpeting in the sanctuary are deep cleaned seasonally. Each summer all the tile
floors of our buildings are stripped and waxed to protect and preserve them. Basic plumbing,
electrical and mechanical repairs are done as they arise either by our staff or outside
professionals. These are covered in the annual operating budget.

were installed two years ago. Repairs to the roofs of our sanctuary, school and office were

worship and praise, reach in to each other with love and care, while we reach out to the world with the life-giving Gospel of Jesus.

completed. The HVAC system was recently recalibrated. These major repairs and other items of
upkeep and repair were covered through our annual operating budget at the cost of $1 million

in the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”

over the past five years.

During this campaign we will be reminded of who we are in Christ and encouraged to grow in faith, hope and love.

Our pew covers are 30 years old, past their expected usefulness based on the number of
worship services we conduct. Our carpet was replaced 15 years ago, but the high traffic
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It is clear to see that our staff should be commended for their stewardship of our offerings and
Our Renew capital campaign will allow us to address facility issues that are expected in a
church with over 3,000 members and a school of more than 460 students. This campaign will
allow us to focus more of our resources on mission and ministry.
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Renew our lives. What needs your attention?

What part of your life needs renewal? Could your personal spiritual life need renewing?
Perhaps one of your relationships could be renewed – marriage, friendship, work setting. Over
the next three years your church is dedicated to assisting you in this important journey.
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top of this, last year’s annual operating budget allowed us to pay down our debt by $200,000!

Of greater importance is the opportunity to

It is normal wear and tear that brings up the issues we are addressing in our RENEW campaign.

Your Servant-Leader,

Our annual operating budget has paid for our routine maintenance and our major repairs. On

our buildings.

us. During this time of strengthening and renewing our facilities, we will also strengthen our faith and renew our commitment to reach up to God in
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maintenance are priorities. Our school and sanctuary are cleaned on a daily basis. The pews

A number of recent repairs have assured that our facilities are safe and functional. New boilers

(II Peter 3:18).
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and the inclement weather we experience doesn’t allow for a greater length of service.

We are always under construction as we live our faith in the Triune God. It is important that we properly maintain the faith that God has entrusted to

The Lord provides us with gifts and opportunities to “grow
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Our First Immanuel staff has taken excellent care of our facilities. Routine cleaning and
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RENEW Capital Campaign
In Romans 10:14-15, the Apostle Paul writes, “How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how
can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they
are sent? As it is written: “How

good news!”

beautiful are the feet of those who bring

We need to be those people, who, through our mission and ministry, bring the Good News
to others in our community. As God has so richly blessed our congregation, we need to be
good stewards of our buildings and property, so that future generations can continue to flourish

What the Sanctuary has Meant
to Our Family
A Time to Renew

Our sanctuary will receive an update of the electrical

Our middle school wing will be updated to provide

system providing for more effective and efficient lighting fixtures

an appealing space for our students and teachers that is functional

by Eddie & Connie Kison

HERE IS WHAT THAT LOOKS LIKE:

in the sanctuary, narthex and office hallway. Additionally, service

and safe for all who use it.

Each time we worship in our sanctuary we renew our faith and our confidence of a
blessed tomorrow through Jesus’ sacrifice for us. We study his word and sing his
praises, allowing us to boldly share that faith with family, friends and those we encounter
each day. The sanctuary has been a gathering place for generations of each of our
families, celebrating baptisms, confirmations, weddings and funerals where we praise
God for his promise of eternal life.
When this sanctuary was built, many men, women and families were involved in

thus, the RENEW Capital Campaign is necessary to make needed repairs and improvements

doing landscaping and planting on the grounds. As we sit in the pews today and face the

to our aging buildings and property. This includes improvements and repairs to the sanctuary,

altar, the trees planted in 1992 are now visible through the upper chancel windows. This

fellowship hall, church library, middle school and outside grounds. Additionally, the resources

reminds us of all those

construction of the new elementary school. Our safe, attractive, functional and modernized
facility will position us to better serve the growing ministry opportunities in our congregation

church families and friends working together
with a faith that keeps growing even after our earthly journey
is done.

and community and be a place where people can continue to gather and grow in their faith.

This sanctuary has been a blessing to thousands of people over the years, and just like us

We are excited to serve as co-directors of the RENEW Capital Campaign. Please pray for

that we maintain and upgrade the physical structure and technology of our sanctuary and

this campaign and join us in committing to renew

our facility, and our hearts,
reaching up to God,
reaching in to each other and reaching out to the community.
so that we can positively impact our congregation’s mission of

Jeff & Ann Olson
Renew Campaign Directors

Strengthening and Renewing Our Facilities

In these past 29 years it has seen thousands
of worship services and hundreds of baptisms,
confirmations, graduations, weddings and funerals.

and grow spiritually. Part of being a good steward means maintaining what God has given us;

we realize through this campaign will be used to pay down some of the debt associated with

What The Sanctuary
Has Seen In 29 Years

it’s showing signs of aging and wear. Just as our faith needs to be fed daily it is important
surroundings to best meet tomorrow’s needs of our church family.

1,182
Baptisms

1,518

for our audio/visual needs will be more functional and attractive.
New carpeting in the sanctuary, narthex and office hallway will
be installed providing a safe environment for everyone who uses
these spaces.

• Replacing middle school and gym roofs
• Replacing hallway floor tiles, which have endured heavy
foot traffic over the past two decades
• Adding air conditioning for a more comfortable
learning environment

Cost:

Comfortable seating for those who use the sanctuary will be

$640,000

The safety of our grounds will be improved by new

Confirmands

provided through new pew seats – did you know that each year

456

weekly school chapel and special services/events that are held

walks. The replacing of curbs will help with better water control

in our sanctuary?

and outdoor space functionality. Enhancing our landscaping will

Marriage Ceremonies

623

Funeral Services

6,032

Regular Worship Services

1,015

Special Worship Services

our pew seats encounter over 62,000 people for regular worship,

Our church library

Cost:

$107,000

will be enhanced to provide

comfortable spaces designed for small group gatherings as

lighting and repaving of the parking lot and repairing our side-

provide a more attractive facility that honors the Lord and visually
demonstrates the quality of our ministry.

Cost:

$225,000

well as meeting spaces for our growing number of groups that

Loan reduction

gather. Currently, men’s and women’s groups, REACHGroups,

for ministry. A reduction of $1.5 million will give us an additional

Bible studies, support groups and staff meetings are finding it

$33,400 annually.

more difficult to find a place for gathering.

Cost:

will provide more financial resources

Debt Reduction: $1,500,000

$8,000
Due to current shortages, inflation, supply chain issues and
construction workforce shortage, costs may change.

1,508,000
People Through The Door
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From Brand New to RENEW!
A discussion with Barb Meyer
by Teresa Hajdu
Mrs. Barb Meyer, former middle school teacher, was on the faculty when the current middle
school wing was built. She recalls how excited the students were that first day of school as they
entered the new space. The new middle school provided ample space for the growing school
population and other growing ministry areas. It was the bright and shiny new part of the school!

Over the years since the current middle school was built, more than 6,000
students have walked its halls and engaged in active learning in the classrooms. Hundreds more have been part of groups and after-school activities
that met in the space. To say the least, the space is more than “broken-in”, it’s
due for a renewal!
In the current middle school, Mrs. Meyer recalls that over the years when the weather changed,
so did the environment of the classrooms, leaving some too muggy and some too cool for
comfort. Additionally, with the weather changes, along with constant foot traffic, a title floor can
only last so long before chipping and cracking literally leave the path to middle school “rough.”

The goal of the RENEW campaign is to provide a safe, functional and attractive
space for many to use for years to come. While Mrs. Meyer has retired from teaching,
she continues to be active in using space in the middle school for after-school activities such as
Piecemakers and engaging in special student projects such as Christmas cards for Veterans. She
looks forward to continuing to do so as the middle school becomes RENEW(ed) and is used for
education, ministry and activities for many more years to come.

We call First Immanuel our “church home.”
It’s an important place for us. We join in this “house” to be
fed with Word and Sacrament, and in response, we praise the
Lord for His grace and mercy. We love our church...and so does
the Lord.
However, the Lord considers His Church to be His people, not
a building. I Peter 2:5 reminds us, “You yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house. We who have
been redeemed through the blood of Christ are the Church!”

Just like buildings, Christians need constant
upkeep. Our routine maintenance is found in weekly worship
and daily prayer. But there are times that we need a deeper
renewal. Our RENEW campaign is about spiritual renewal. It is
encouraged that all those connected with our First Immanuel
family would take these three years to commit to renewal for
an area of their life.

What in your life needs a renewal? Is it your
relationship with the Lord? Perhaps it is a personal relationship
with a spouse, parent, child or friend. Maybe you are struggling
with your lifestyle that is not enhancing your life. It could be
the need to better handle your finances, or develop a healthier
body, or attain a more positive attitude or be more forgiving.
Each of us has some area of life that needs to be renewed.
First Immanuel is here to help you. Take these three years to
commit to a renewal and let your church provide you prayerful
and practical help.

How Your Gift Can Impact Our Goal
Gift Amount

Running Number of Gifts

3-Year Total

1 FAMILY AT

$250,000

$83,333 Annually

$6,944 Monthly

$1,602 Weekly

$228 Dailly

$250,000

2 FAMILIES AT

$125,000

$41,667 Annually

$3,472 Monthly

$801 Weekly

$114 Dailly

$500,000

6 FAMILIES AT

$75,000

$25,000 Annually

$2,083 Monthly

$481 Weekly

$68 Daily

$950,000

7 FAMILIES AT

$50,000

$16,667 Annually

$1,389 Monthly

$321 Weekly

$46 Daily

$1,300,000

10 FAMILIES AT

$ 35,000

$11,667 Annually

$972 Monthly

$224 Weekly

$32 Daily

$ 1,650,000

15 FAMILIES AT

$20,000

$6,667 Annually

$556 Monthly

$128 Weekly

$18 Daily

$1,950,000

17 FAMILIES AT

$15,000

$5,000 Annually

$417 Monthly

$96 Weekly

$14 Daily

$ 2,205,000

$10,000

$3,333 Annually

$278 Monthly

$64 Weekly

$9 Daily

19 FAMILIES AT

$ 2,395,000

$1,667 Annually

$139 Monthly

$32 Weekly

$5 Daily

$ 5,000

$ 2,500,000

21 FAMILIES AT

Giving over three years, above and beyond our regular giving.

This pyramid shows a breakdown of the various 3-year sacrificial gifts needed so that we can

is equal sacrifice, not equal gifts. Each of us will be asked to make a gift, above and beyond

more effectively carry out our congregations’ mission of reaching up to God, in to each other and

our regular giving, that is sacrificial or meaningful in proportion to the wealth that God had

out to the community and world. Please prayerfully engage in the spiritual decision-making

entrusted to each of us. Together we will Renew...

process that will lead to a financial commitment of the RENEW campaign. Biblical stewardship

3-Year Goals
Realistic $2 MILLION					

4

Impact Examples

Reachable $2.5 MILLION

Remarkable $3 MILLION
5

Frequently Asked Questions
Is my commitment to the RENEW campaign above my regular giving?
Yes, our giving to the 3-year RENEW campaign is above our regular giving to the operating budget.
How much is our current debt?
Our current debt is $3.2 million, on which we pay 2.25%.
What will we do with the interest payments we save by paying down our debt?
The savings we realize by paying down our current debt will allow us to conduct
additional ministry.
How soon will the repairs and improvements to our buildings and grounds take place?
Some of the repairs will begin immediately, however, supply chain issues in the construction
trades may cause delays.
How will we determine the priority of what needs to be accomplished first?
The staff will submit to the Board of Lay Leaders a list of prioritized items. Repairs that will
provide greater safety and those that prevent further building damage will receive priority.
How much do we anticipate raising in this campaign?
Capital campaigns always depend on how the people of God respond to the needs of the church.
We believe that God’s people in this place can provide between $2 million and $3 million dollars.

Are there Bible verses associated with this campaign?
Paul writes in Colossians 3:10, “Put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its creator.”
How does this campaign affect my spiritual life?
Our focus on “renewal” is not simply for buildings and grounds. We are called by Christ to be
renewed in our hearts, minds and souls. During the three years of this campaign we will be
encouraged to concentrate on a segment of our life that will be renewed.
Why do we need to make repairs on our current facilities? Haven’t we taken care of our property?
We certainly do take care of all our properties. In recent years, our annual operating budget paid
for our routine maintenance and our major repairs, such as new boilers and roof repairs on our
sanctuary, school and office. On top of this, last year’s annual operating budget allowed us to
pay down our debt by $200,000! It is clear to see that our staff should be commended for their
stewardship of our offerings and our buildings.
It is normal wear and tear that brings up the issues we are addressing in our RENEW campaign.
Our pew covers are 30 years old, past their expected usefulness based on the number of
worship services we conduct. Our carpet was replaced 15 years ago, but the high traffic and
the inclement weather we experience doesn’t allow for a greater length of service. The normal
asphalt paved parking lot that is used like ours has a life of 20 years – ours is 30 years old.

Are we doing anything for the River of Life?
In 2021 we provided upgrades to the River of Life facility with new flooring, lights, paint, chancel
and sound system. We do have future expectations for expanding the campus as the worshipping
community grows.
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